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sumelimes have weak links and then
the whole chain is worthless. We have
found two weak Ilinks; the motives
and the levers. [ might add a third,
the cigarette; but here we are out of
the tunnel and at the city hall.”

e e
quence, Serviees such as mine cannot last night and they were just that ¥
be ticketed with a price and sold as way The leute ‘t left Clancy to Asks to Be Locked lTp'
i Y a I 3 e utenan b
commodities. 1 will serve you just as guard it and I relieved him at 8 When we entered the gloemy cor-
willingly if nothing is said on the fin Neither of us have touched them ridors of Central statiof, Clarke at
nancial side. Now, if w= ure to fight “Well, then, Secxton, we might &s once sought sut Inspector Ship, who
this battle against circumstances, first well g0 back to town; we can’t learn happened to he in charge, and begged
let us take an accou of cur re anything more here.” for an interview with Edgerton,
foUrces T will repeat Lo you the evi- On the return Ciarke was immersed “T'd llke to favor you, Mr. Clarke,”
dence contained in the newspaper re hiz own thoughts and I did not in- said the inspector, “although it's very
ports 1d you are to tell me wherein terrupt him; but as we neared our cor- irregular. 1 can't refer to you as his
t tallies with the facts and to give ner he turned to me and 'sald; “'So you lawyer, as he has refused 1o employ
me any further informaitun yeu can still think Arthur Edgerton committ-d one; still | can't forget several litile
Are yvou strong enough for the ordeal?” ihat murder?” turns you have done for me, and so I'll
- e we " see v he wants to talk to you.
- = & ; o iere we met a stumbling-block of
Miss Morrison’s Story. The Detective's Theory, formidable proportions, ,n,,,,icm, Ship
0. yes, Mr. Clarke. I am strong ' have learned nothing to change returned with the word that the pris-
enovgh for anything 1f it will prove my opinion,” 1 1eplied. oner absolutely refused to see any-
\ {nnocent.” “Well, 1 have. Sexton, £ is my one
I wil myv confrere, M solemn judgment that BEdgerton was Ther nspector, I wish you would
Sexton, to take notes and we will go in that automobiie when the Kill- k me up in the cage next to Edger-
over the case in detail ng was done it's a simp t ind preferably on the side his
I wae eaasi ound, for pre- thing, but te me it's conclusive uk is on, if that one is empty, You
tend to read, T admit 1 was taking The machine was set on the ec in do that, can't you, and leave me
n gnversation from my position speed. The gasolene tank wa here for an hour I may he able to
he} the portiere most empty and the otl-cups dry a nterest him through the grating.”
then continued Clarke the hane Whoever ran that e ¢ was Weil, T guess T can, but ft ispt
papers say’that Mr. Edgerton called at ufrald of the hnigl wel, and he had often 'y come here askiig to bhe
our apartment building, the Patlo, a wen burning up the engine and squan- ked Come on down stuirs®
1.0 o'clock last night That he found lering the gas t time Betts g0 out and have vour
Garne there and stayed only about ] ithe meantime, Sexton
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When she left, Clarke's eyes danced
with excitement
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aow, but I wiil But let's go I'm
anxious to have a look at that auto
before it is removed I suppose the
police € pawed over it now until
there’il be no finding out anything
from it."

When we reached the scene of the
fragedy we found the machine stand-

g apparently just as t murderer
had left it, the front whaels in the
litch and the hind wheels elevated by
the grade of the roadwa: 4 dark
pool of blood in the tonneau told its

own etary. The motor was guarded by
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found it. He peeped under the hord.
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bullet along leather of
=eat
automatic,” he

marked, *“‘Nothing but a steel-jacketed
bullet could go clear through the body

of a man and then cut so clean a fur-

qu

row. There are no signs of a strug
gle The polish of that woodwork
hasn't a scratch en it, whick wouldn't
be likely if there had been a fight
Officer, are you sure these levers
haven't besn touched since the hody
was found?

“Yes, sir. | came with the wagon
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IO MEN WERE LOCHED
/v DEADLY LMHBRAGCE

on the second speed,
gear-cluteh, applied the emergency
brake, and skidded into the ditch on
his tires. They are cut through. The
engine was not burned out from belng

threw off the

left running, for the machine is _of a
vpe whic disconnects the battoiies
when the gear clutch is thrown. No

expert motorist ever did such a bung-
I'ng job."

‘““But in the stress of excitement--
I suggested

I never

saw excitement cause
of them to forget the high speed,
besides, all this, except the stopping,
occurred before the shooting.”
“Perhaps Edgerton was a new hand
the game.”

0. On our way back I have been
trying to thinrk where I had heard his
name before. I just recalled it. He
drove his own car in the races at
Washington Parx last year. I must
pay more attention to sports. Really
in our line of business one can't af-
ford to neglect any branch of Informa-
tion. No, we're not going to get off
I want to go down to Central Station
It may be best to have an interview
with Edgerton."”

“Now,” continued Clarke, as we set
tled back In our seats, “assuming that
you have come over from the camp of
the enemy, le! us count our forces and
wherein our little army of facts
is superior to that of the police. First
tee motlve. Jealousy and robbery, say
the police, but I never knew of these
two impulses to work together. Their
case would be stronger with elther of
these motives alone. Robbery is out
f the guestion, and we have Miss
Morrison’s word that he was not jeal-
cas and the testimony of the levers
ti'ay he was not in the car.”

“And against this,” I said, ‘the po-
lice are holding a man who started in
the car with Garner, who., when ¢ =
rested in his apartments after a lapse
of ample time for him to have return-
e€d by cars from the seene of the crime,
has blood spots ¢ his coat and Is la-
horing under strese of great excite-
ment. Moreover. he has tacitly admit-
ted the act, and makes no effort at an
alibl. Our friends, the enemy, will call
it a perfeet chain of evidence.™

“Xes, but perfect chains of aevidence
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sald Tlarke, as he and the inspector
disappeared down the iron stairway.
At the restaurant to which I went
for luncheon I met some friends, jovial
wod fellows, and we tarried long over
he coffee cigars. When [ finally
broke away, I realized in dismay that
fully two hours had elapsed since ‘I
parted from Clark. I hurried at once
to the station, and there

ana

found a
aconic note from him,
“Can't wait any longer. Come at
ne2 to 435 Fourth avenye.’

iey’'ve only been gone about ten

minuvtes,’” sald the captain who handed

me Clarke's note. ““The inspector is
with him. Don't know what they're
ip to.”

I lost no time getting to the address
named, which proved to be & low re-
sort I knew well as the harboring place
of thieves, and a breeding spot for
the worst forms of vice and crime.
The gaudy front opened into & rather
innoceat-looking bar, and that on
smaller rooms heyond.

I went in. boldly, and at a venture,
sald authoritively to the barkseper,
who was serving a solitary cuscomer:;

‘The inspector just came in with a
plain-clothes man. Where are they

Nnow
He, taking. me as [ expected him to
or a “fiy cop,” said nothing but jerk-
d his thumb expressively in the di-

rection of the depths beyond.

Just as | was about to enter the
swingiug doors an awfui hubbub arose
from within, the sonud of chairs hur!
ed violently to the floor, the crash of
breaking glass and overturning tables,
curses, and the deep breathing of ien
in deadly battle. The one customer,
who had pricked up his ears at the
meution of the inspector, fled incen-
tinently. The barkeeper, echooled by
iong experience to no interference with
the law other that to break it where
safe, wiped giasses as aothing was
happening. 1 pushed 14 doors aside
and rushed in.

we

Av Awlul Contlict.

The scene that met my eves was
over in iess than the time necessary
io describe it, bat it was thrilling while
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OF CARLTON CLARKE. TELEPATHO-DEDUCTIVE SOLVER

i lasted. Two men were locked in
deadly embrace, reeling about’ the
room, overturning tables and chalrs,
while a third circled around them
watching for a chance to administes
the guietus with the butt of & pistel.
The man in the embrace of the stran-
ger was Clarke, The one with the
pisto! was the inspector, The stranger
had & long knife in his right hand
which he was trying to bring to bear
on Clarke's anatomy, but I was pleas-
ed to note that the wrist of the hand
that held the blade was encircleq with
foyr fingers and a thumb that I knew
pogsessed a grip like a pipe-wrench.

The affair could have but one end-
ing, and 1 d!d not see that I could be
of any use. With one powerful effort
Cwarke brought lis oppement’'s head
within range of the butt of the in-
spector's revolver, there was a4 quick
thull, and a limp form slipped out of
his arms te the floor.

Desplite the bloogd which ran down
his face from the cut in his forehead,
the grime, and the torn clothing and
disheveled hair. I knew him from the

pletures that flled the day's papers.
It was Arthur Edgerion

“What devii's trick Is this you're
playing on me, Mr. Clarke?’ roared

the ingpector. *“We left this man at the

station not half an hour ago How
comes it that you lead me here 'n a
false scent and then drag my own
prisoner out of that room and force
me to slug him?”

An't lead vou on false scent

—

e —

inspector,” returned Clarke, with &
grim smile, *I gave you my we:d of
honor that if you would come with rae
I would give you the privilege of ar-
resting the real murderer of Harrison
Garner. There he is, and all you have
to de is to handeuff him, Iie'll be
coming around In a minute, though 1
don't think there's much fight left In
him. The pelice certainly deserve
great credit for this I imagine the
morning papers wiil have & good deal
to say about the wonderful piece of
work accomplished by Inapector Ship.
I* isn’'t toe jate for an extra, even.”

That's all very well, Mr. Clarke, but
what does it mean?”

“1'll tell you—ah, he's coming back
to, earth. Thal was a scientific crack
you gave him, just hard enough but
not jikely to Interfere with the later
duties of the hangman_ Inspector and
Mr. Sexton, I have the plezsure of in-
troducing te you Mr. Arnold Edger-
ton, the twin brother of a most es-
timable man, who has ritked his own
neck to save one that is absolutely
wortnless, Now, inspecter, you may
take the case and Mr. Sexton and I
will retire again to private life

Edgerton’s Stery.

It was many months after these
events that I first heard the connected
story from Arthur Edgerton's own
lips. Nothing came out at the trial,
as Arnold wsas induced to plead guilty
and accept a term of life imprison-
ment, there being little doubt that he
wag insane. Edgerton, the virtuous,
lived in retirement until he could wind
up his business affairs, when he and
Miss Morrison were quletly married
and departed to make their residence
in Europe. The evening hefore they
left they called at our apartments to
express again their gratitude to Clarke
for making their great happiness pos-
sible.

] was born in Ric Janeiro,” began
Edgerton after, with some reluctance,

he hEd consented to tell his stery.
“My brother followed me into the
world a few hours later and our

mother dled at his birth. My father
was the younger son of a titled Eng-
zlish line and had settled in Brasil
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to make his fortune, which he did
most successfully, acquiring, In th{-
course of time, an extensive ranch and
large holdixzs of city property.

*We were ‘hoe only children, and
after our mo'nir's death he devoted
himself to our care with the assist-
ance of a:French governess and a
Spanish housckeener who presided
over the large ietinue of servanis in
our villa at beautiful Petropolus. Thus
we acquired from infancy three lan-
guages. These have been a great help
to Arnold in his villainy, though in the
matter of education requiring appli
cation he is deficient.

“He early developed the yery worst
traits. At the age five years he
eut off the legs of the family eal with
& hatehet just to see her hop, he said.
By the time he was fifteen he was
utterly beyond restraint. Our father
repeatedly settled his gambling debis,
pald forged bilis, and spent large sums
keeplng bim clear of the law. I am
sure Arnold's escapades hastened his
death, which occurred about five years
ago. Everything was left to me with
the admonition that I was to take ug
the burden for which our parents ha
both given their lives.

1 have performed this duty to the
best of my ability. I closed up my
father's affairs, sold off everything,
and came here, thinking it mi;
Arnold to get him away from

wsaociations,

of

wherever he
consorts only with the lowest

made him & liberal aliowance ]
eral, 1 fear--which he has squander
debauchery ip varicus « "
ways returaing to me when in need of

out

in

money. In these moments he is master
of all the arts of fawn

“In his heart I knew he hated me
because, our father had not seen fit
te divide his property betwee us,
and he has repeatedly threats my
life

“One of his e metl s of wor
rving me has been to imper ite me
and eall upon my friends sua
ing some act 1o lisgracy 100
have seen the resemblance between
us, and as ] never mentioned to my
friends that T h a twin brother, it
was easy for him to impose on them
I kave repaid man ] that 1
never borrowed, “nowing be his
work,

w w
Then He Met Her.

“Finally I met Miss Morrison, and
I felt §t was an epoch in my career.
As 1 became better acquainted and
the truth dawned on me that all my
hopes of hapg were wrapped up
in her, 1 rea . as never bhefore,
wha: a burden my father had
bequeathed me.

“1 hesitated to tell Mazie of my
family skeleton. I had ne on
of deeelving her, and would have told
her all before our marria baut I
sougat to put off the evil day

“1t wouldn't have made the
bit of difference, dea saiqd
Edgerton, with .n affectionate
sure of her hu nd's ar I wo
have married you if vou had had a
whole penitentary full ¢f wicked
brothers.™

“Before 1 asked Mazie to bhe my
wife,” Edgerton continued, “I called
my brother iInto my office and made
a compact with him. In conside G

of a material ease
ance he was to leave
not return for five years. t
hoped that hefore this time was up

he would either drink himself to death
or be killed In some brawi

“He has always shown himself in-
capable of keejing his word, and I
was scarcely sunwised, when, on the
day of the tragedy he walked into
my office. 1 was angry and lost my
temper. 1 tod him he never would
get another cent out of me At first
he whined and begged, but when he
saw I was firm he became furious and
opened upon me a torrent of abuse.
I ordered him to leave or I would
kick him out,

“He went, vowing the most terrible
vengeance against me. When I
cooled down [ was filled with remorse
and felt tha. 1 had been untrue to
my father's ‘rust. But I reasoned

that his desire for money ild bri.g
him back

“"When I got to my apartments that
evening the janitor looked &t me 1§
surprise “Why ton,” he sald,
‘yvou're hack early w you leaving
in the automobile een minutes
ago. Did you find vs ingide?

‘T knew at € 1d  hap-
pened. My brother had g te¢ the
garage and ! it @ar aond
made the s Xey®s
to get the into my
rooing I nd found
my worst 18 own
clothes € lack suit,
the mate o 1 I was wearing,
Wits sEing i wa it te make

I had n 8
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Mr. Cla 5 wa Vs ¢ best.

By C 1 want to
i t 1t when I looked

into yo - i I ha Stis

g ork e & sremed to
make it a=z cle a pr d page. It
only remained to persuade you 1o v~
ify my theory.

“l think you could have done thas
any way You have & remarkable
power over men."”’

“And over women, too,”" sald Mra
Edgerton. 1 wonder you have never
married. t's lucky for Arthur that 1
met n first,”

Which shows that the best of women
are at heart coquettes.
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] Czar and Czarina Exist in Fear |

When on Wew Year Day, 196, the sa-
luting gun on the Peter-Paul fortress
“by & mistake” fired ball cartridge
against the winter palace the Czar and
his family left their capital for good,
and took up their residence at Tsarskoe-
Selo. Since then only on two occasions,
writes B. W. Norregaard, in the Lon-
don Daily Mail, have they visited St
Petersburg, and then only for a few
hours—at the opening of the first douma
and at the consecration of the cathedra:
built in memory of Alexander II on the
spot where he was murdered.

Tsarskoe-Selo is situated on the Ba
tic rallway half an hour by train from
St. Petersburg Immense, beautifuily
kept parks surround the palace, with
magnificent old 1(rees and gorgeous
shrube, with da.aty snow-white pavii-
icns and fine works of sculpture gad
beautiful terraces and colonnades. Clusa
to the palace is a great lake with richiy
wooded shores and a most picturesque
little island, on which a pavilion, mod-
eled as a Greek temple, gleams out rTa-
diantly whité among the luxuricus,
vivi¢c green foliage. The paiace is a
stately comstruction, in late Italian ren-
aissance style, built by Catherine 1L It
is, however, only used on state occa-
sions, at official di'mers or banquets.
The Imperial family as a rule lives at a
much smaller palace called the Alex-
androvski.

In May the court moves to Peterhof,
on the Finnish bay, and stays there till
autumn. Here also there are vast,
magnificent parks, extending the whole
way to . Oranienbaum. right opposite
Cronstadt. The great j;alace in Peter-
hof, built by Peter the Great and con-
siderably enlarged by Catherine II, is
situated on a low ridge running paral-
jel to the coast line at a few hundrd
vards distance. Peterof i= chiefly re-
nowned for its water works and foun-
tains, which are hullt on a larger scale
than those of Versailles and for heauty
and effectiveness more than rival them

In & coiner of the park, right on the
shores of the sea, sheltered behind tal:

{

brick wal's, gt »d by many sentiné's

and m ed ndarmes, three small
residences are situated, not much bigger
than the ay s dwelling house of an
ordirery I The largest
of . these is Inhabited by the imperial
family, The sec fs at the dispcsal
of the empress dowager during her—
lately not very fregueni—visits from
Gatchina. The third, The Farm, {ndeed

deserves its name, being an old peasant
house, fitied up so that it may serve as
an abode for the imperial family.

It was first when after some of
the Imperial children had been suffering
from measles the larger residence had
to be disinfected and replasigred. The
whole family then for a time moved
accoss v The Farm, where the little
onvalescents speedily recovered thels
strength. The stay here so charmed the
children that year by year now one of
the other of the girls pleads feeling i
and entreats her parents to go for &
few days The Farm, which had
proved to such & wonderfully health
restoring place. 1 have been told that
uest is occasionally granted, But
ar and Czarina are really delights
ed to have an excuse for staying for
some days in the small, cozy rooms of
the quaint old farmhouse and forgetting
for & while the cares and responsibll-
ities of thelr exalted positions

EARTH’S AGES.

Geologists divide the recorgd of the
earth development into five periods:

1—The Archaean, lifeless and dawn of
life.

2--""ne Paleozole (ancient life), which
'was ‘he age of fishes, coal plants, and
invertebrates

used

3—The Mesozolg (middle life), which
was the age of reptiles,

4—-The Zenogoic (recent life), which
was the age of mammals

5—The Quaternary, the age in whioh

man's first appearance is indicated.
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